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t last a summer to warm the hearts of brewers and

publicans, not to mention sun worshippers and
other outdoor types. Beer sales are up, as it seems also
are visits to the pub, but whether enough to stem the
apparently endless round of pub closures is another
matter — although in Dover, we are anticipating the re-
opening of the Falstaff and establishment of a new micro
pub. However, as well, there are plenty of festivals, and
plenty of good long summer days remaining, SO no ex-
cuse not to get out and enjoy some of the many excel-
lent Kentish beers now being produced.

Despite the general malaise hanging over much of the
brewing and pubs industry, real ale continues in good
health — particularly at the micro end where both micro
breweries and micro pubs continue to thrive. Addition-
ally, we are also able to welcome a completely new di-
mension to supporting the pub, in the form of the Gov-
ernment's Localism legislation, which allows pubs to be
listed as Assets of Community Value. This gives local
communities the power to register the importance of
their pub, even before any threat may have appeared.
CAMRA has taken a lead, launching a campaign to en-
courage the nomination of local pubs, with the target of
300 listed by the end of the year, and offering advice
online at www.camra.org.uk/listyourlocal.

In this edition, we report on the use being made of Lo-
calism, as communities across the country strive to save
their local, often banding together to raise money so that
they can buy it themselves. Also, we take a look at a
couple of the county's newer breweries, describe as-
pects of life in a Dover pub a century ago, and ask if you
can put a name to a number of now closed country pubs
— plus of course all the usual items.

Find us on

Facebook |
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Sat 17 Aug Beer Festival — Astor Theatre, Deal*
Mon19 Aug Branch Meeting — King’s Head, Kingsdown.
Thur 22 - Sun 25 Aug Summer Cider Festival - Chambers, Folkestone*
Sat 24 Aug Beer Festival — Deal & Betteshanger Rugby Club*

Wed 21 - Mon 26 Aug CAMRA Cricket Tent — St Lawrence, Canterbury
Fri 23 - Mon 26 Aug Beer Festival — Phoenix, Canterbury*

Beer Festival — New Inn, Canterbury*
Sat 24 - Sun 25 Aug Bank Holiday Festival — Red Lion, Stodmarsh*

Mon 26 Aug Music Fest. — Louis Armstrong (for Pilgrims Hospice)*

Sat 31 Aug Faversham Hop Festival*

Sun 1 Sept

Sat 14 Sept North-West Frontier Stagecoach bus trip - see website for
details

Mon 16 Sept Branch Meeting — Coastguard, St Margaret's Bay.

Thur 19 Sept Daddlums Match - Carpenter’s Arms, Coldred (8pm)

Thur 19 - Sun 22 Sept  Music Festival — Anchor, Wingham  *

Fri 27 Sept Kent Green Hop Beer Fortnight*

- Fri 11 Oct

Fri 11 — Sun 13 Oct Oktoberfest — Berry, Walmer *

Fri 18 - Sun 20 Beer Festival - Spa Valley Railway, Tunbridge Wells

Mon 21 Oct Branch Meeting — Berry, Walmer.

Fri 15 Nov Daddlums Match — Crabble Corn Mill (7.30 pm)

Mon 18 Nov Branch Meeting — Pier Three, Dover.

Branch Website  www.camra-dds.org.uk

Branch meetings are held every third Monday of each month and start at 7.30pm.
For full details about rural rambles & pub strolls, please email john@ramblingrumbler.plus.com or
call 01304 214153.
Events marked * are not organised by CAMRA
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G overnment figures in June showed that the Community Right to Bid has al-
ready been used to list at least 360 Assets of Community Value, of which 67
were public houses. Planning minister Nick Boles said that increased protection for
community facilities had been provided by the National Planning Policy Framework,
which states that local planning policies and decisions should guard against the
unnecessary loss of community assets such as public houses. However, in addi-
tion, communities now also had available the community rights created through the
Localism Act.

Further assistance has come in the shape of a new community assets fund of
£250m recently unveiled by Prime Minister David Cameron, who added that there
will also be long-term loans to help save community facilities, and the creation of a
“social stock exchange” that will link communities trying to raise funds for local pro-
jects, and potential investors. Everyone knows how vital are local institutions, and
that despite the best efforts they can face closure, he said. “I want our social in-
vestment funds to give people the opportunity to take them over and run them.”
CAMRA spokesman Neil Walker said it could not have come at a better time. He
said the money could be important for communities trying to buy a pub which had
been listed as an asset of community value. “We hope this £250m will be made
easily available.....and will have a positive impact on the number of community
pubs being lost across the UK.” (See Localism Take Off)

Some councils, however, concerned about pub loss have already drawn up their
own agenda. A leading example is Cambridge, where permission for a pub seeking
change of use will only be given if it is put on sale for a year, free-of-tie and has no
restrictive covenant. The policy though, which as well as giving pubs greater pro-
tection, also allows locals a voice in the future of those up for sale, did not find fa-
vour with the British Beer and Pub Association’s (BBPA), who called for it to be
subject of a judicial review. However the BBPA's request, described as “appalling,
extraordinary, disgraceful and regrettable” by campaigners, was rejected. Cam-
bridge MP Julian Huppert, who is backing the council and himself campaigning for
a change to planning law so pubs and communities are safeguarded from un-
wanted developments, said he was delighted.

CAMRA's campaign to list 300 pubs as Assets of Community Value (ACV) has
received the backing of Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government
Eric Pickles. Speaking at CAMRA'’s parliamentary reception, hosted by MP Greg
Mulholland, he described the pub as part of British culture and integral to British
life, and hoped it would go from strength to strength. He said: “CAMRA’s decision
to go for the registration of 300 pubs this year is ambitious, but achievable, and
then next year, and the year after — once they're registered it changes the game.”
He urged communities and councils to grasp this opportunity, and not wait for
changes in planning law, for which CAMRA and other campaigners are arguing.
And in a hint that perhaps such changes might not be forthcoming he pointed out
that local authorities already have the power to control change of use through an
Article 4 Direction.
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LOUIS ARMSTRONG

Maison Dieu Road, Dover CT16 1RA 01304 204759
Mon - Sat 2pm to close Sun 7pm to close
Live Music Friday & Saturday
Live Jazz Every Sunday

L
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Monday 26th August (Bank Holiday)
CHARITY FUND RAISING FOR
PILGRIMS HOSPICE
All day live bands
Special Real ale selection
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DOVER

New Micro Pub If all goes according
to plan the Rack of Ale micro pub will
be opening at 7 Park Place (opposite
the Police Station) in October. Owners
and licensees will be Trish Gulliford,
who helped in setting up Ripple Steam
Brewery and former Royal Marine
Bandsman Steve Jenkins, and they will
be offering an ever changing selection
of real ales directly from the cask, sup-
plied by microbreweries from Kent and
across the country. Also available will
be locally sourced cider / wine and soft
drinks as well as the odd hot drink and
a few nibbles. They hope that clubs will
be able to make use of the pub for
meetings, and to engage the occa-
sional guest speaker to talk about real

ale related matters.

Royal Cinque Ports Yacht Club,
Wednesday evening July 24", and the
club played host to the presentation of
a charity donation to McMillan Nurses
by members of the Deal, Dover, Sand-
wich and District CAMRA Branch. The
donation of £500 came from the pro-
ceeds of this year's White Cliffs Festival
of Winter Ales. Four Kentish real ales
(Goacher's Mild and Fine Light, and
Hopdaemon Incubus and  Skrim-
shander) were on the handpumps, sup-
ported by a tasty buffet provided by the
club.

Crackdown on Street Drinking In an
attempt to cut down the amount of
street drinking, a Reduce the Strength
project was launched in the town in
May. Following the success of the first
such trial in Ipswich, off-licences are
being asked not to sell alcohol above
6.5% ABYV to street drinkers. Initially set
for six months the scheme commenced
with six shops signed up. The problem,
together with other aspects of anti-
social activity such as drug dealing and
aggressive begging were highlighted by
Pier Three owner Rob Wright on Face-
book in mid June, and drew many re-
sponses in support. Pier Three itself
continues making an interesting choice
of ale, a very good pint of Pig's Ear
from Tir Dha Ghlas was enjoyed earlier
in the summer. (See Last Knockings)
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Blakes, Castle St: Adnams remains a
main supplier — Lighthouse and Fat
Sprat being available at different times
over the summer. Kent beers include
Millis and Gadds, whose Old School
Mild received high praise. From further
away Harveys makes regular appear-
ances, Armada Ale being on tap during
midsummer, and several barrels have
been taken from Arkwright's. Other
breweries include Bath, Bank Top and
Welton. At the White Horse Harveys
Sussex Bitter remains standard with a
varying selection of guests plus cider.

Golden Lion, Priory Place: Having
been closed for the best part of two
years, it reopened just before last
Christmas, and remains much as it was
in Rab and Teresa's time, notwithstand-
ing the prominent external repainting.
Inside the decoration remains more
traditional, woodwork now stained dark
brown, and photos of old Dover on the
walls. At the end of May a visit found
Black Sheep bitter and excellent Lon-
don Pride on the handpumps.

Eagle, London Rd: One real ale nor-
mally available, usually an ordinary
strength bitter. Recent visits have found
Moles Bitter and Old Dairy Red Top. In
Charlton Green the Red Lion has Lon-
don Pride as standard plus a second
real ale, often Bombardier or Harveys
Sussex Bitter. As a change Hook Nor-
ton Lion appeared in early August. Jan
and Keith have also reintroduced meals
at the pub over recent months.

Star beer at the Louis Armstrong in
the spring was Goacher's IPA at 5.6%
ABV. That's India Pearl Ale by the way,
a limited edition brew to celebrate the
brewery's thirty years of operation. As a
regular customer the Louis was offered
a polybin of the ale, and it duly kept
real ale drinkers very happy over the
Spring Bank Holiday weekend. Despite

the use of “pearl” instead of pale the
beer did have about it the taste of true
IPA, and while impressive when first
opened got markedly better as the con-
tainer emptied. Best endeavours
should be made to persuade Goacher's
to repeat the brew, or even better make
it part of their regular line up.

Falstaff, Ladywell: At the start of July,
after several months of work and con-
siderable renovation, the pub was a
just a few weeks from reopening as
The Fleurs. The new owner is former
farmer and stonemason Jeffrey Flow-
ers for whom running a pub will be a
new experience. At the time of writing
we have no information about his policy
on real ale. Also new to the town's li-
censed trade, are Maggie and Tony
Tarason who together with their twenty
something two sons and daughter,
have taken over the Crown and Scep-
tre in Elms Vale, after having run a
guest house in France.

First & Last, East CIiff. Boarded up
again at last visit, the pub is being ad-
vertised as a leasehold by Journeys
Dover (part of the Journeys Hostels
brand), which describes it as a small
public house on the ground floor plus
four dormitory style rooms on the 1st
floor We are also informed that it was
the former drinking place of Sir Winston
Churchill and is steeped in history. (see
Last Knockings)

Fox, Temple Ewell: Good reports of
this year's annual May Bank Holiday
weekend beer festival in aid of Dover
Rotary Club's charity raising. 17 barrels
of Kent and Sussex real ales were
available over Saturday and Sunday,
and a Rotary Club spokesman said that
around £3,500 was raised. Later on
May 23" the pub again hosted trophy
presentation night for the Dover Beer
and Brains Quiz League, when a good
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night was had by all, aided by a most
entertaining quiz courtesy of landlady
Alyson. Regular beer remains the ex-
cellent Pride of Sheffield from Kelham
Island.

Archer, Whitfield: For a pub that not so
long ago was devoted to all things keg,
it is a definite result to find it now regu-
larly providing two real ales. Not only
that, but the pub now has the benefit of
cheery Sam Brading behind the bar,
who many will remember from her time
at the Park Inn in Ladywell, where she
is much missed - a case of Dover’s loss
being Whitfield’s gain. In mid April the
pub was selling Brakspear Bitter and
llkley Gold, and in late May Moor-
house's Black Cat Mild. Biddenden's
Bushells cider has also been available.

DEAL

Cambridge Arms, Dover Rd., Walmer:
Closed over recent months the pub re-

Martin Atkins\Branch CHairman; ph "

Chris Barnes of The Berrswithth
the Year certificate "

opened in May with another name
change — reverting to its former name
(of twenty years or so from the ear-
ly1970s) the Drum Major: before that,
of course, it had been the Cambridge
Arms. New licensees are Karen Siggins
and Stephen Lohan, who we under-
stand are serving real ale and are con-
sidering adding real cider as well.

Berry, Canada Rd: Following its sixth
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win in a row as Branch Pub of the Year,
the Berry has now been chosen as
East Kent Pub of the Year — that is,
winner out of the five East Kent
branches, which as well as ourselves,
includes Thanet, Canterbury, Swale

and Ashford, Folkestone and Romney

e | =
Marsh. West Kent winner, against
which it will compete for the over all
Kent title, was the George & Dragon,
Swanscombe, currently very much in
the news as the home to the recently
established Caveman Brewery. And
progress is being made on the cider
front — having been chosen as Branch
Cider pub the Berry was subsequently
judged winner as Kent Cider Pub of the
Year.

In late May the Berry was much in-
volved with the organisation of the Deal
Car and Motor Show, held on Walmer
Green on Spring Bank Holiday Satur-
day. Eight barrels of East Kent real ale
from local breweries were ordered
through the pub, and pub staff helped
set up the bar. The event, substantially
larger than last year's, proved a great
success and we understand that
£1,700 was raised in aid of Walmer
Lifeboat. Ripple Steam, Goody, Want-
sum, Gadds, Foundry and Tir Dha
Ghlas, all provided beer, much of it
sponsored, and all had been drunk by

3pm.

Opposite, on the Strand, things now
appear distinctly more positive than
they seemed until quite recently. Of the
four pubs that used to look over the
Green, by last year only the Stag re-
mained. The Lifeboat, converted to a
dwelling some yeas ago, must be ir-
revocably lost, but the Lord Nelson,
apparently destined for use as two
flats, is due to be re-opened as the
Lighthouse Arts and Music Venue,
including a bar with real ale available,
while the former Lord Clyde, now of-
fering French cuisine as La Bouche,
also includes on its drinks list bottled
conditioned ale from Gadds and Want-
sum.

Additionally, for CAMRA members, the
Royal Marine Club normally has two
real ales on tap. One Saturday after-
noon in late July, with the fair in full
swing opposite, these were Henry IPA
and a most excellent dark beer from
Theakston — Shot in the Dark. In Sta-
tion Rd. we hear that new licensees at
the Railway are to be Mark and Sylvia
who had been running the Plough and
Harrow at Tilmanstone.

Magnet Inn, London Rd: Always a reli-
able outlet for Shepherd Neame beers,
three real ales are usually to be found,
with the occasional guest from else-
where — in May Long Blond from the
new Long Man Brewery in Sussex was
on the handpumps. Darts and pool are
available, and also that reappearing old
standard of the public house, bar bil-
liards. The pub hosts regular meetings
of the Deal and District Motorcycle
club, and live music is featured regu-
larly.

In the High St. another new outlet for
real ale is to be found opposite the
Town Hall, where the basement venue
Steak House and Dive Bar has nor-
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mally a couple of hand pumped beers
available — at the time of writing, re-
cently Adnams and Ripple Steam. In
mid August the now annual Astor Beer
Festival is set for Saturday 17".

Alma, West St: A growing force for real
ale in Deal, a visit in mid April found
excellent pints of Harvey's Sussex Best
Bitter and Thwaites Wainwright —
“Always a good pint here” was the ac-
companying comment. Later at the
start of June there were good reports
on Landlord and Wainwright. And local
ales do not get ignored either, Ripple
Best being on the handpumps in late
May.

Just Reproach, King St: The usual
eclectic collection over recent months.
Locals have included Dragon and Red
Rye from respectively Canterbury Ales
and Canterbury Brewers, Kent Brew-
ery's Brewers Reserve, Old Dairy Sun
Top, and from Goachers Beyond Re-
proach and India Pearl Ale. The quality
of the latter is attested to above, while
the former we might logically assume is
Goacher's very excellent “house” bitter
which appears under various guises
across the county's pubs. Those from
more distant parts have included ales
from Okells, Mauldons and Stone-
henge, and, not much seen since the
later years of the Mogul, Oakham JHB.

Prince Albert, Alfred Sq: Fine selec-
tion of Kentish ales over recent months
including Hopdaemon Golden Braid
and Incubus, Kent Black Gold, Session
Pale and Mauri (made with New Zea-
land hops and apparently extremely
tasty), Nelson's Helmsman and Ripple
Steam Brewery Best Bitter. Along the
road in Middle St. at the Ship, many
plaudits for the Dark Star Hophead.
One of the best pints of Hophead
around, one of members commented.

Sportsman, Sholden: A visit in late

July found Ripple Steam Best Bitter
and Harveys IPA on the handpumps.

SANDWICH AND RURAL

Sandwich Folk & Ale Festival Now in
its third year, the festival is becoming
an established East Kent event. To
highlight the great selection of real ale
pubs in Sandwich, and the variety of
real ales available from Kent breweries,
Deal, Dover, Sandwich and District

CAMRA Branch ran a campaigns stall
and Real Ale Trail, with help from

Wantsum Brewery, who kindly offered
us part of their stall for the purpose.
The display of campaigning leaflets and
a selection of CAMRA's publications
drew considerable attention, and a
steady stream of people, throughout
the afternoon.

The Real Ale Trail took the participants
to eight real ale pubs in the centre of
Sandwich plus three off licences —
Strand Wine Co, Hercules Wine Ware-
house and Roses Fine Foods — each
location providing a question about the
real ale it was serving. Prizes were a
selection of real ales kindly donated by
the Wantsum and Ramsgate breweries.

Anchor, Wingham: Landlord Kevin tells
us that cask ales continue to outsell
Fosters (no surprises there then) and
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spring and summer have seen regular
appearances from Hopdaemon
(Incubus & Skrimshander), Landlord,
Fullers ESB, Youngs Special, Summer
Lightning and Ringwood Fortyniner.
Old Dairy beers have also been repre-
sented amongst whom he has come
across “his new favourite!” — Gold Top.
A fourth handpull is planned for the
autumn. “We were delighted to host the
CAMRA branch meeting in July,” says
Kevin, “When | got the chance to meet
“Beery Boater Jim” in person. Being a
canal enthusiast myself it was great to
swap stories about the silvery roads in
the UK.”

The pool table has been replaced by
bar billiards and the pub also hosts
darts and quizzes. From Sept 2" there
will be an acoustic jamming session in
the bar on the first Tuesday of the
month. Outside there is Bat and Trap
and in late July the Petanque pitch was

nearing completion.

Music events feature importantly. In
May the Woodnestock Festival, hosting
over 30 bands from across the UK
(including Wingham's very own Ukele
Band), proved a great success, and
another Music Festival, ‘Woodnestock
Harvestock’ is planned for September,
featuring, among  others, Kent
Duchaine, American Delta Blues Gui-
tarist of whose performance the Sun-
day Times wrote “One of the five best
concerts nationwide (in any music
genre).”

As we go to print we hear that the An-
chor has been judged Regional Win-
ners (London & South East) as best
newcomers in the Morning Advertiser
Great British Pub awards 2013.

All change at the Plough “I've always
had something of a soft spot for the
Plough Inn, Ripple,” says our Pubs Offi-

Wridae
BHiah Street

Rent

i- Tel: 01227
830455
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Agax AW DS, Barts, Boary g3,
... Fuuction Room |

2 Rl R M,

Page 11




cer Tony Wells. “It epitomises the look
and feel of a country pub and has al-
ways been a great stop off when walk-
ing around the area.” With its six hand
pumps it has always been a staunch
supporter of real ale, but this has not
always benefited from the regular
changes of manager. However, with
Martin Bushell now installed behind the
bar this will no doubt all be in the past.
A keen proponent of real ale Martin is
actively looking to grow the reputation
of the Plough, particularly with respect
to real ale.

He has recently reintroduced Fuller's
ESB, the only regular outlet in the
branch for this renowned ale, its excel-
lent condition on a visit earlier in the
year, a testament to Martin's dedication
and commitment. He is also working
closely with David CIiff, the head
brewer at Ripple Steam. The Plough
can be considered to be the Brewery
Tap and always has a good range of
the brewery’s beers on. So if you hap-
pen to be passing through Ripple why
not pop in; and if youre a CAMRA
member why not send Tony your beer
score — remember that beer scores are
used to select the branch’s entries for
the Good Beer Guide. Find us on Face-
book or Branch Website www.camra-

dds.org.uk.

Hope, Lydden: Having apparently been
sold earlier in the year, an application
to demolish part of the pub was submit-
ted to the council in July. Already
agreed under the permission for new
houses at the rear some years ago,
that application included the retention
of what remained as a pub, with exten-
sions. We watch with interest. Up the
hill and across the A2 and the Carpen-
ters Arms maintains a wide ranging
selection of ales - Salopian Darwins
Origin, Mauldons George's Best, Kel-
ham Island Pride of Sheffield Hop

Back Crop Circle, Gadds No. 5, and
Somer and English Ale from the Salis-
bury Brewery, are just a selection of the
brews that have appeared over the last
few months. At the Bricklayers Arms
in Shepherdswell, a visitor in June de-
scribed the pub's pint of Master Brew
as the best he had drunk apart from
that in the Bear in Faversham, which it
definitely equalled.

Black Pig, Barnsole, Staple: The pub
was found to be closed earlier in the
year and as far as we are aware re-
mains so. Any news gratefully received.

Royal Oak, Nonington: Having under-
gone a complete facelift, including the
removal of the pool table, the pub is
very much family orientated, with sub-
stantial eating area both inside and in
the garden. There are four real ales on
tap — recently Landlord, London Pride,
Flying Scotsman and Wantsum Red
Raddle — and redecoration has been
designed to give a bright welcoming
feel, to appeal to locals, ramblers, cy-
clists and general travellers. An adven-
ture playground and BBQ area have
also been installed.

Blue Pigeons, Worth: The pub played
host to our June branch meeting when
we enjoyed very good local beers from
Wantsum and Canterbury Ales, respec-
tively 1381 and Wife of Bath, along with
London Pride. The pub will host a beer
festival on the 17th & 18th August.

Royal Oak, Capel-le-Ferne: Reports of
a beer called Tolly Cobold Old English
Ale, being described as very tasty. Is
this the same as Greene King's 2.8%
offering Tolly English Ale? Visits to the
reopened Lighthouse in June found
London Pride and Doom Bar on the
handpumps and following the recent
refurbishment “less gloomy than before
with more daylight.”

King's Arms, Elham: The front bar,
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with an open fire in winter and views
across the square to Elham Church, is
one of the cosiest bars around. If you
have never visited it is worth a look.
Hopdaemon Skrimshander and Golden
Braid, and Harveys Sussex Bitter are
regulars. Over the first weekend in July
the pub hosted a beer festival — eight
different beers with an emphasis on
local breweries.

CANTERBURY

Phoenix, Old Dover Rd: A Single and
Colonial Hop Festival is planned for the
Late Summer Bank Holiday weekend,
23" to 26™ August. A total of 22 beers
will be available over the four days,
plus if possible, a beer from their own
microbrewery, currently still under de-
velopment.

New Inn, Havelock St: Also hosting a
festival over the Bank Holiday week-
end, there will be 12 to15 beers includ-
ing, hopefully, some of the strong IPA's
from the new Tiny Rebel brewery of

Newport. No Jaipur this year, but in its
place will be Dopper IPA (9% ABV)
from Marble of Manchester, a dead
ringer apparently, except it is unfined —
one of its brewer's line of organic and
vegan ales. The pub is looking forward
to taking beers from the Kent Green
Hop Festival in the Autumn.

In Bekesbourne the Unicorn is now
closed, and with signage gone, now
appears to be a private dwelling under
the name the OId Unicorn. There used
to be two pubs here, the Prince of
Wales as well, by the station, but that
went some decades ago. Now, with no
pub at the adjoining village, Patrix-
bourne, the whole valley between
Bridge and Littlebourne is completely
“dry”. Fortunately nearby Bridge still
has three pubs, the Plough and Har-
row in particular still maintaining the
feel of cosy village local — as also does
the Mermaid in Bishopsbourne, a mile
or so away, where a visit in mid June
found Master Brew and Spitfire on the
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